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MINUTES OF THE

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, July 17, 2013 – 9:06 a.m. – Room 445 State Capitol

Members Present:

Sen. Margaret Dayton, Senate Chair

Rep. Jack R. Draxler, House Chair

Sen. Jim Dabakis

Sen. Lyle W. Hillyard

Sen. Scott K. Jenkins

Sen. Kevin T. Van Tassell

Rep. Janice M. Fisher

Rep. Ken Ivory

Rep. Brian S. King

Rep. John G. Mathis

Rep. Michael E. Noel

Rep. Lee B. Perry

Rep. Kraig Powell

Rep. Douglas V. Sagers

Members Absent:

Rep. Keith Grover

Staff Present:

Mr. Leif G. Elder, Policy Analyst

Mr. Eric N. Weeks, Deputy General Counsel

Ms. Anna M. Allen, Legislative Secretary 

Note: A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Draxler called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m. 

MOTION: Sen. Van Tassell moved to approve the minutes of the June 19, 2013, meeting. The motion

passed unanimously with Sen. Dayton, Sen. Hillyard, Rep. King, Rep. Noel, and Rep. Sagers absent for

the vote.

2. 2013 First Special Session Draft Legislation “Legislative Investigative Committee

Amendments”

Rep. Brad Dee discussed 2013 First Special Session draft legislation "Legislative Investigative

Committee Amendments" (2013S10003/013). He stated that the legislation outlines the authority of

special investigative committees of the Legislature.  

Mr. John Fellows, General Counsel for the Legislature, assisted Rep. Dee in responding to questions from

the committee.  

The committee discussed the option of adding in a sunset provision to the legislation. 

Mr. Douglas Foxley, lobbyist, Utah Media Coalition and the Utah Press Association, thanked the

Legislature for its responsiveness and communication with the media regarding this issue. He stated his

opinion that the media and the Legislature have found a healthy balance between what should and should

not be private during legislative investigations. He also expressed his support for 2013 First Special

Session draft legislation "Legislative Investigative Committee Amendments" and his opinion that the

legislation should not include a sunset provision.

 

MOTION: Rep. Fisher moved to add a comma and the words "and sunsets the day the investigative

committee concludes" at the end of line 222 in 2013 First Special Session Draft Legislation "Legislative

Investigative Committee Amendments."   
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Mr. Weeks informed the committee that in order to legally subject the bill’s provisions to a sunset date,

the motion to amend would also need to include changes to the chapter of the Utah Code that governs

repeal of statutory provisions.

REVISED MOTION: Rep. Fisher amended her motion to include a request that committee staff make

amendments to allow the provisions of the bill to be subject to sunset.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Sen. Dayton made a substitute motion that the committee pass with a

favorable recommendation 2013 First Special Session draft legislation "Legislative Investigative

Committee Amendments" as currently drafted. The motion passed with Sen. Dabakis, Rep. Fisher, Rep.

Ivory, Rep. King, and Rep. Mathis voting in opposition and Sen. Hillyard and Rep. Sagers absent for the

vote.  

3. Report: State Surplus Property RFP

Mr. Kent Beers, Director, State Purchasing and General Services, stated that the request for proposals

required by 2013 General Session S.B. 68, "State Surplus Property Program Amendments," for

administering the state surplus property program has been issued. He also informed the committee that

rules regarding the state surplus property program have been drafted and are in place. 

4. Report: Government Records Ombudsman

Ms. Rosemary Cundiff, Government Records Ombudsman, presented "Government Records 

Ombudsman," which described her work during FY 2013. She stated that she held 585 consultations with

records requestors and 515 consultations with government employees responding to records requests. She

also described the types of requests received and stated that 71% of cases requiring mediation were

resolved. Ms. Cundiff responded to questions from the committee. 

Ms. Patricia Smith Mansfield, Director, Division of State Archives, expressed her opinion that the Office

of the Government Records Ombudsman provides a valuable service to the public and governmental

entities.   

5. Report: Free Market Protection and Privatization Board

Ms. Kimberly Jones, Chair, Free Market Protection and Privatization Board, introduced herself and Mr.

Brian Gough, Vice Chair, Free Market Protection and Privatization Board.

 

Mr. Cliff Strachan, Program Specialist / Secretary, Free Market Protection and Privatization Board,

presented and distributed "2012 Annual Report of the Free Market Protection and Privatization Board,"

which completes the report on the board’s 2012 activities and gives an update on 2013 board activities.

Mr. Strachan discussed the topics covered at the board’s meetings as well as the impact of 2013 General

Session H.B. 94, "Free Market Protection and Privatization Board Act Amendments," on the board’s

membership. Mr. Strachan responded to questions from the committee. 

6. Free Market and Public Services

Rep. Kay Christofferson discussed how to allow the free market to play a more significant role in

providing public services. Rep. Christofferson responded to questions from the committee. 
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Ms. Claire Geddes, United We Stand and Utah Legislature Watch, expressed her opinion that although

there are some services that should be privatized, quality service, not profit, should be the motivation in

these issues.

Mr. Connor Boyak, Libertas Institute, expressed his concern that in its report, the Free Market Protection

and Privatization Board made no recommendations on things that can or should be privatized. 

7. Campaign Contribution Limitations

Rep. King and Rep. Powell discussed the role of money in political campaigns and in politics, in general,

and how to mitigate the influence of money through campaign contribution limitations. 

Rep. Powell discussed the need for legislators to refuse campaign contributions over a certain amount. He

explained that although he agrees people have a right to contribute to campaigns, an upper limit to these

contributions would encourage public trust and legislative integrity. Rep. King and Rep. Powell

responded to questions from the committee. 

Mr. Vik Arnold, Utahns for Ethical Government, expressed his support for campaign contribution

limitations and encouraged the committee to move forward on this issue. 

Ms. Geddes stated that she also supports campaign contribution limitations. She discussed her concern

regarding public trust in government and commented that the state must take action on campaign

contribution limits to ensure a healthy democracy. 

Ms. Julie Blaney, a Utah County Republican Party legislative chair, asked whether 2013 General Session

H.B. 311, "Campaign Finance Provisions," or 2013 General Session H.B. 410, "Campaign Finance

Revisions," addresses the situation of a legislator being married to a professional lobbyist. The sponsor

informed her that the bill did not address that subject.

Mr. Boyak commented on the comparison of the value of time and money. 

Ms. Jenn Gonnelly, President, League of Women Voters in Utah, stated her opinion that campaign

contribution limits may help to restore public trust in government. 

Ms. Maryann Martindale, Alliance for a Better Utah, encouraged the committee to continue the

discussion on this issue and to keep working on the language in 2013 General Session H.B. 311,

"Campaign Finance Provisions," and 2013 General Session H.B. 410, "Campaign Finance Revisions."  

8. Special Election Dates

The committee did not discuss this agenda item. 

9. Local School Board Disclosures

The committee did not discuss this agenda item. 

10. Other Items/Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Perry moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously with 

Sen. Hillyard, Sen. Van Tassell, Rep. Fisher, and Rep. Noel absent for the vote. 

Chair Draxler adjourned the meeting at 11:31 a.m. 


